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GenAI functionalities  

COMPOSITIONAL: crafting essays, creating images, 
producing code

INFORMATIONAL: providing definitions, 
explanations, or translations

MODIFICATIVE: editing, summarizing, proofreading

EVALUATIVE: providing feedback on information

SIMULATIVE: simulating human interaction

ELICITATIVE: facilitating brainstorming processes
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omnimodality as the seamless convergence 
of modes i.e. input and output in any 
combination of text, image, video, audio
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THE QUESTION

What are the new 
literacies that students 

need to develop with the 
convergence of  

multilingualism and 
generative AI in higher 

education?
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GenAI and interactive 
co-construction.

authorship vs. 
automation
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“Generative AI relies on a mathematical 
rather than a linguistic model of 
language.”
GODWIN-JONES, 2024, p. 9
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Generated responses as 
algorithmic compositions 

or data patchwork
DARVIN, 2025a, p. 2
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• Anthropomorphization
• Isolated use
• Individualized output

  

• Misplaced deference
• Limited opportunities for 

collective negotiation of 
meaning and critical 
reflection

HUMAN – AI 
INTERACTION
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POWER & AGENCY

“What is invisible cannot be 
questioned” and this issue is 
“deeply connected to the 
reproduction of power”
MALY, 2024, p.14

HUMAN – AI 
INTERACTION



 

actor-network theory (Latour, 2005) posthumanism 
(Barad, 2007; Braidotti, 2017; Pennycook, 2018)
new materialism (Coole & Frost, 2010)

sociomateriality
the interconnectedness of human and 
nonhuman entities in learning 
environments
FENWICK, 2015; GUERRETAZ ET AL., 2021; TOOHEY, 2019

bodies – artifacts – discourse
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distributed agency

“agency can be seen as 
emergent and distributed, 
arising from iterative 
interactions between human 
user and AI.”
GODWIN-JONES, 2024, p. 8
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EXAMINING HUMAN-AI INTERACTION 
THROUGH

A CRITICAL SOCIOMATERIAL 
LENS

Attention to the entanglements of 
bodies, devices, platform designs, 
and algorithms

to make visible how issues of 
power and inequality emerge from 
interaction 

and are sedimented into practices.
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1 
THE NEGOTIATION OF 
IDENTITIES
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PROMPT >

Act as if you are an employer 

interviewing me for a job.

  

HUMAN: Positioning AI 
through prompts, 
simulation, customization
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AI: Positioning users 
through platform design

  

Simulated characters, conversation 
starters, avatars serve as 

sociotechnical structures
“linguistic and semiotic forms that 
constitute platform design and that have 
been arranged to serve both social and 
technical purposes in ways that afford 
and constrain various online actions.”
DARVIN, 2023, p. 41
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Interaction with a simulated 
identity prompts specific 
subject positions that users 
will need to take up or resist



  

GPTZero

Provides a document-level score 

that shows the probability the 

entire document was AI 

generated

Checks perplexity (text 

randomness in natural language 

processing) and burstiness 

(appearance of non-common 

items in random clusters)
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https://contentatscale.ai/ai-content-detector/

https://contentatscale.ai/ai-content-detector/
https://contentatscale.ai/ai-content-detector/
https://contentatscale.ai/ai-content-detector/
https://contentatscale.ai/ai-content-detector/
https://contentatscale.ai/ai-content-detector/
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2 
THE INEQUALITY OF 
RESOURCES
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HUMAN: access to 
material, cultural, 
linguistic, semiotic and 
social resources

shapes the extent to 
which learners are able to 
perform specific actions 
and exercise agency
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Access to devices 
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Ranjith, Gr. 8

  

Access to premium 
GenAI versions
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Jennie, Gr. 8
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HIGH-RESOURCE vs. LOW-
RESOURCE LANGUAGES

7000 languages

20 languages have text corpora of 
hundreds of millions of words
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Anaya, Gr. 10
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• Privileging of 
Eurocentric ideas

• Reduced diversity of 
knowledge



  

3
EMBEDDED 
IDEOLOGIES
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“culture machines” that 
reproduce stereotypes.
JONES, 2024

“coded inequity” that 
reproduces ideologies of 
race, ethnicity, gender 
andn social class
BENJAMIN, 2019
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Notebook LM: “Remember when Google’s image generator went 
off the rails? The source points out that this revealed how very 
specific, and in that case, flawed ideas of diversity were literally 
hardcoded into the system”
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Prompt

Sample text from 
https://www.coursehero.com/file/94544256/Philippine-English-docx/
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ORIGINAL REVISED BY CHATGPT

Philippine English also known as Filipino 
English is a product of language fusion stirred 
to the minds of Filipinos. 

Philippine English, commonly referred to as 
Filipino English, emerges from a melding of 
languages that has been deeply integrated 
into the Filipino psyche.

We cannot deny the fact that English is widely 
being used by everyone. 
If I am not mistaken, it is considered as the 
universal language for it bridge the gap of 
communication between different nations.

It is undeniable that English is utilized 
universally, and it is often heralded as the 
lingua franca, bridging communication gaps 
between disparate nations.

From the article, Philippine English, I have 
realized that over the years the collaboration 
of Tagalog, which is the native language here 
in the Philippines, and English have produced 
a unique harmony of words, perfected in 
intonations, syllables, and other elements that 
might be in. 

Delving into the article "Philippine English," it 
is evident that the fusion of Tagalog, the 
indigenous language of the Philippines, with 
English, has given rise to a distinct blend 
characterized by precise intonations, syllables, 
and a richness of expression.

Since we have been captured by Spaniards 
and Americans, the language they have 
shared with us resulted to a literature which 
does not express only words, but also the 
feeling of being a Filipino. 

The influence of Spanish and American 
colonization has bequeathed a legacy within 
our language, creating a literary form that 
encapsulates not just words but the essence 
of the Filipino experience. 
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AUTHORIAL IDENTITY
the way writers see themselves as 
authors and “the extent to which [they] 
stamp [their] authorship on the text”
BURGESS & IVANIČ, 2010, p. 240

VOICE
“the amalgamative effect of the use of 
discursive and non-discursive features 
that language users choose, deliberately 
or otherwise, from socially available yet 
ever-changing repertoires”
MATSUDA, 2001, p. 40
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AI algorithms as a “racializing 
assemblage” that imposes 
writing standards of white 
middle-class
DIXON-ROMAN ET AL., 2020

large-scale corpora encode a 
masculine default; writing of 
privileged males
ALVERO ET AL., 2024; CALISKAN ET 
AL., 2022
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Dispositions towards 
GenAI

data privacy, academic 
dishonesty, negative impact 
on productivity, superficial 
learning, lack of teacher 
awareness
ZHANG & TUR, 2024

tension between teachers’ 
dispositions towards these 
technologies and student 
practices
HELLMICH & VINALL, 2023,; HELLMICH 
ET AL., 2024



 

critical digital literacies
the practices of interrogating and 
resisting how power operates in the 
reproduction of ideologies, 
inequalities and modes of exclusion 
in digitally mediated spaces 
DARVIN, 2025



 

Asserting learner 
agency in human-AI 
interaction

• Recognizing patterns of 
algorithmic control and resisting 
the outsourcing of thinking 

• Interrogating how these tools 
mediate, amplify or diminish 
capacity for intentional action

• Verifying generated output and 
analyzing embedded biases

• Engaging in critical co-
construction through iterative 
and counter-discursive 
prompting
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Using GenAI in critical 
and agentive ways so that 
multilingual students can 
assert their authorial 
identity and voice, and 
claim the right to speak. 



 

THANK YOU! 

Email 

ron.darvin@ubc.ca
Twitter/X

@rondarvin


	Slide 1:  
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37: Prompt
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45:  

